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The king of that region, through his frequent traffic with the
Portuguese, to whom he bartered his prisoners of war for
trifles, believed that the ships were Portuguese. After signals of
peace had been made by both sides, the king with some of his
men entered into the first caravel and enquired who commanded
it, and the reply in Portuguese confirmed him in his error. Then,
he agreed to the barter of slaves for brass rings, small oval
leather shields, clothes of diverse colours, and other objects,
which the poverty of the inhabitants caused them to covet
greatly. To celebrate the exchanges, the king caused one calf
and sheep to be brought for the feast of that day, and he ac-
cepted for the following day the hospitality of the patron of the
caravels. He appeared on the beach surrounded by a great
multitude, and mounted to the ship with his brothers, his
close friends, and the most powerful of his people. After the
feast was ended, the patron invited him to visit the interior of
the ship, and then the treacherous mariners closed the hatch-
ways, and, having armed, they secured 140 nobles of splendid
physique.
Once on the high seas, the king, complaining of the cruel
trick, again enquired who owned the ships. They told him
Spaniards. He wished to know whether they obeyed any king,
and, when he was told that they obeyed a most noble one, he
expressed his confidence that he would free him from such an
iniquitous captivity.
On arrival at Palos, the Andalucians wished to force him to
walk in the crowd amongst the other slaves. But he resisted,
and said that they should take him either dragging by a rope or
on horseback, because his misfortune must be either terrible or
dignified. Gonzalo de Estuniga, moved by this resolution verily
of royal spirit, or perchance spurred on by anxiety about the
future ransom, ordered a horse to be brought. The king nimbly
mounted upon it, and, going before the slaves, he began to
march with a majestic air.
When King Don Fernando learned all this, he commanded
that the king be immediately restored to his native land. But as
the execution of the order was deferred owing to the disturb-
ances of those days, he ordered us, doctor Antonio Rodriguez